
Independent Expert Panel on Community Development 

Please find below some short information, photos and contact details for each of your 
fellow panel members.  
 

Maria Adebowale 

 

Director, Capacity Global 

Maria is the Founder and Director of Capacity Global. She works on environmental justice 
and environmental equality policy and is the author of a number of publications on these 
issues. She is also the Access and Inclusion Commissioner for English Heritage, a trustee for 
Allavida, Matron of the Women's Environment Network and Chair of Waterwise. 

maria@capacity.org.uk 
0203 117 0102 
 

John Benington – Panel Chair 
 

 
 
Emeritus Professor, Institute of Governance and Public Management, Warwick Business 
School 

John has fifteen years' management experience in public service.  His research interests 
include political leadership and strategic management of change in the public service sector; 
multi-level governance and inter-organisational networking. Professor Benington formerly 
worked in Coventry as part of the original Community Development Projects of the late 
1960’s. 

John.Benington@wbs.ac.uk 

024 7652 2525 

 



David Brindle 

 

Public Services Editor, The Guardian 
 
David Brindle has been with the Guardian since 1988, first as social services correspondent 
and then as editor of the Society section. 

He has won awards for his coverage of social services, mental health, nursing and disability 
issues. He has experience of both the housing and care sectors through his role as a trustee. 

david.brindle@guardian.co.uk 

 

 

 

Claire Dove 

 

 

 

Chair, Social Enterprise Coalition 

 

Claire Dove MBE has been a key player in the social enterprise movement since the early 

1980s. She is the CEO of Blackburne House Group, a Liverpool-based social enterprise 

that provides career opportunities for women in non-traditional sectors such as 

construction and IT. 

claire@blackburnehouse.co.uk 

0151 709 4376 

 

 



David Emerson 

 

Chief Executive, Association of Charitable Foundations 

David has been the Chief Executive of Association of Charitable Foundations since 2003. He 
previously ran the UK's association for regional theatre, having been Deputy Head of 
NCVO's then Rural Department before that. 

david@acf.org.uk 

020 7255 4499 

 

 

Jagwant Johal 
 

 
 

Trustee of the Community Development Foundation 

 

Jagwant Johal is currently the Director for the Edgbaston Constituency, managing devolved 

services and partnership arrangements on behalf of 

Birmingham City Council. He has also been instrumental in developing the mainstreaming 

role of the Black Voluntary Sector.  

Jagwant.Johal@birmingham.gov.uk 

0121 464 9197 

 

 



John Low 
 

 
 

Principle Policy and Public Affairs Manager at the Joseph Rowntree Foundation 

 

John leads JRF’s work on how to empower communities, in particular at the local level, so 

they can get involved in regeneration, place-shaping, governance, and other initiatives that 

make a difference to residents. 

 

John.Low@jrf.org.uk 

01904 615936 

 

 

Marjorie Mayo 

 

 
 

Professor at the Centre for Urban and Community Research at Goldsmiths, University of 

London 

Marjorie is a reader in the Department of Professional and Community Education (PACE). 

Her research interests have been concerned with community development and adult 

community education, with a current focus upon community participation in urban 

regeneration. 

m.mayo@gold.ac.uk 

020 7919 7054 

 

 



Adele Morris 

 

 
 
Adele is a Southwark Councillor and until the last election was Southwark's executive 

member for citizenship, equalities and communities. Before becoming a councillor, Adele 

worked for local voluntary organisations. She is Chair of the Liberal Democrat Council 

Group. 

adele.morris@southwark.gov.uk 

020 7357 7564 

 

 

Graham Parry  

 

 

Executive Director Groundwork North West 

Graham is currently the Executive Director of Groundwork Manchester, Salford, Stockport, 

Tameside & Trafford. In August, he will take up a new role as Director of Youth, 

Employment & Skills for Groundwork London. Throughout his 18 years at Groundwork, 

Graham has been a champion of its contribution to community development. Groundwork 

works with people in the UK’s most deprived neighbourhoods to help them improve the 

quality of their own lives, their communities and the area they live in.  

Graham.Parry@groundwork.org.uk 

 

 



Anne Power 

 

 
 
Professor of Social Policy, London School of Economics 

 
Since 1965 Anne has been involved in European and American housing and urban problems.  

In 1991 she became founding director of the National Communities Tenants Resource 

Centre at Trafford Hall in Chester which provides residential training and pump priming 

support for people living and working in low-income communities, and is currently Chair.  

She became a Professor of Social Policy at the London School of Economics in 1996. 

anne.power@lse.ac.uk 

020 7955 6330 

 

Derith Powell 

 

 
 

Trustee of the Federation for Community Development Learning 

Derith is Chief Executive of Community Development Cymru and has a track record in 

Community Development work within the Third Sector in a range of settings and at all 

levels since 1979. She has worked within disadvantaged welsh valley communities as a 

generic practitioner witnessing first hand the transformative effects of community 

development interventions on an individual and community level.  

derith.powell@btinternet.com 

01686 627377 

 



Lorna Prescott 

 

 

 

Chair of the Community Development Exchange 

 

For ten years Lorna has worked with community groups, faith groups and voluntary 

organisations and networks in Dudley Borough.  She is the Senior Development Officer at 

Dosti, an organisation that supports community sector networks. 

 

lorna@dosti.org.uk 

01384 265 363 

 

 

 

Julie Wilkes 

 

 
 

Julie has extensive experience in both the skills world and voluntary sector including as 

Chief Inspector where she lead the team implementing the social work degree with Central 

Council for Education and Training in Social Work and General Social Care Council. She has 

held roles in Barnardo’s corporate UK Team and as chief executive at Voluntary Action 

Wakefield. 

 

julie.Wilkes@skills-thirdsector.org.uk 

07901 007304 

 


